Pony Express Service Begins 


On April 3, 1860, the first Pony Express Rider was 
dispatched from St. Joseph, Missouri. Thus begana great 
American experiment in which riders would attempt to 
cover nearly 2,000 miles in a matter of 10 days. To reach 
Sacramento, California in this short a time required that 
riders, carrying heavy bags of mail, change horses at 153 
stations across the country. Braving attacks from hostile 
Indians and the perils of unknown country, the final 
relay rider reached Sacramento on schedule. He was 
greeted by bands, speeches, and cheering crowds in- 
augurating a colorful chapter in the history of American 
communications. 

The historic U.S. mint stamp on this Panel portrays 
the first Pony Express Rider on his journey from St. 
Joseph to Sacramento. It was issued in 1960. 


- St. Joseph, Missouri—April 3, 1860 
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55 Mr. Vebell is a Founding 
Member of the Society o 
American Historical Artist: 
and a frequent consultan 
to the Smithsonian Institu 
tion on American costume: 
and uniforms. He has de 
signed 15 U.S. stamps—in 
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Few artists combine artistry and accuracy like Mr. Vebell: hi 
insists that each painting be as authentic as possible. For Th 
History of America in Stamps, Mr. Vebell will research eacl 
event. And then he will recreate many of the events before he o 
his daughter starts painting. 

For the painting of Washington at Valley Forge, for instance 
Mr. Vebell traveled to Valley Forge and posed models wearing re 
productions of authentic capes from the Revolution. You wil 
notice there is not much snow in the painting—that’s because Mi 
Vebell researched the meteorological records and found tha 
while the winter of 1777-8 was bitter cold, little snow fell in th 
vicinity of Valley Forge. This is what will make these painting 
unique: each will be true to the letter as well as the spirit of history 


Important anniversary postmarks 
will authenticate each Philatelic Panel. 

Each Panel will be officially postmarked on the anniversary dat 
of the event commemorated — at or near the location wher 
the event took place. These official postmarks will authenticat 
each Panel as an important philatelic collectible and will add ye 
another element of history to the collection—there will be 15\ 
official anniversary postmarks in all! Importantly, the postmark 
will appear on each Panel separately from the historic stamps 
Therefore, the historic stamps will be perfect mint specimens anc 
will remain unblemished and perfect for all time. 


) Lexington & Concord 1775 by Sandham 
. US Bicentennial IOcents 
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